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it in thinking, without closing my eyes. See that
they are relieved, and do you take this to revive you;
for courage alone can't keep a man warm with the
thermometer below zero." With those words the
Emperor had poured from a jug heated by an alcohol
lamp, into a gold cup, a mixture of boiling coffee
and chocolate. The general took the cup, but as he
was raising it to his lips, he saw a grenadier of the
Old Guard, on sentry duty, whose stern, worn face be-
trayed his sufferings only overcome by courage. "My
man," he said, " drink this; I command you," The
grenadier saluted, took the cup, and drained it with
one draught, then, as if overwhelmed with remorse,
he exclaimed: " General, how cold and hunger affect
a man! Ought I to have accepted that from you
when you had it at your own lips ? I beg your par-
don, and, on my word, I am thoroughly ashamed of
myself now that my stomach is warm." And lie
respectfully handed the gold cup to the Count of
Narbonne. " No, no," answered the general, " keep
it! " Then the grenadier, saluting again, said: " No;
God forbid! I have never taken anything but my
pay and my rations when there have been any."
When the general insisted, the grenadier, who had
set the cup down on the snow, took it up and broke
off a bit as large as a twenty-franc piece* u Since you
order me," lie said, " I will keep this Napoleon from
the gold cup. It shall be my medal; it will remind
me that I had the honor to be on guard behind the
Emperor's carriage, at this festivity, and to be
relieved by you, General."